
The Hoffman Horror

Happy Halloween! From thirteen year old me by way of forty three year old me. Last 

month I was going through some old game boxes and came upon this adventure which I 

had written way back in 1984 for the newly released CHILL table-top role playing game.  I 

have boxes full of old stories and adventures dating back decades, but this – The Hoffman 

Horror – is the earliest complete thing I ever wrote.

Let me warn you up front, it is heart-breakingly bad. It was written by a kid who knew 

more about how to play Donkey Kong than how to write English. It was written down in the 

basement on an ancient Smith Corona typewriter with no eraser ribbon. About half-way 

through the A key breaks on me. It is littered with magnificently halloweenie cliches such 

as a witch who was born on Oct. 31 1666, an attempt to do CHILL's Raven thing but this 

time with a cat named Blackie, and flavor text such as “Thunderheads loom over head a 

crack of lightning strikes the night skie before you stands a tree twenty feet tall a old and 

gnarled maple 1/2way leafless from behind it walks a mangled corpse.... ”

Did we play it?

Yes and it was a riot! I didn't play it with my normal group of gamers but with a group 

of friends who lived in the neighborhood which is the setting of the adventure, something 

that made it all the better since we already knew where everything was. Hoffman Farms, 

Red Hook Estates, I did take some liberties with the map of the farmland but that junction 

between the two fields was known to us, especially since there was both a mysterious 

tombstone set back in the forest as well as the foundation of what may have once been a 

house or possibly a barn that burned down. It was probably nothing, but to us kids it was 

most definitely haunted. 

Good Times!

So now, without further ado I'll let Blackie take over and introduce you to the 

frightening excursion into blood curdling terror which is The Hoffman Horror!!!!

JD McDonnell

www.jdmcdonnell.com

10/30/2014
























	The Hoffman Horror

